THE  SPANISH WAR
The dog problem was indeed acute at one time.
Abandoned by their owners, they had often formed in
savage bands and would roam the country looking for
food. They were known to have adopted the habit of
disinterring dead bodies, and it became necessary to get
rid of them all. I remember one night, walking back to
my car m the Casa de Campo, having to chase off half a
dozen huge brutes circling round a very frightened donkey
which they had evidently picked out as affording the
prospect of a good meal.
The Legionaries and Moors probably lost in the fighting
in and around the University City at least as many men
as they did in the whole of their advance on Toledo
and Madrid. It was a costly gamble, and one that the
Nationalists lost.
There are many anecdotes as to life and death in the
City. When the Legionaries first occupied the research,
buildings they found a large number of rabbits, pigs,
fowls, guinea-pigs and other animals in cages, runs, and
stables Food supplies were not coming up very rapidly,
and in twelve hours the whole place had been swept
clean and everywhere satisfied Legionaries were sitting
picking bones and washing down their meal with coarse
red wine. At that moment a runner dashed up from
General Varela with an urgent dispatch ordering that on
no account were the troops to touch these animals as all
of them were being used for research purposes and all of
them had been inoculated with various diseases, the one
more horrible than the other. It was too late, and the
officer in command merely sent for the regimental medical
officer, so that, without saying anything to frighten
the men, he could keep them under observation. It
is General Varela who tells the story, and he ends by
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